United Catcher Boats
4005 20" Ave West, Suite 116
Seattle, WA 98199

March 3, 2025

Alaska State Capitol
120 4th Street
Juneau, AK 99801
United States

The Honorable Chair Giessel, Vice Chair Wielechowski, and Members of the Senate Resources Committee:

On behalf of United Catcher Boats, I write to express our opposition to SB 161, legislation that would broadly restrict the
use of trawl gear in Alaska state waters.

United Catcher Boats represents the majority of trawl catcher vessels operating in the Bering Sea, and a smaller but
important number of vessels participating in Gulf of Alaska fisheries. Importantly, Alaska-based Community
Development Quota (CDQ) organizations hold significant ownership interests in our fleet, alongside independently owned
catcher vessels, directly linking our operations to coastal and Western Alaska communities. Our members operate under
extensive state and federal oversight and support science-based management and continued improvement in gear
performance and conservation measures.

At its core, SB 161 represents a departure from Alaska’s long-established fisheries management framework. For decades,
Alaska’s fisheries have been managed through a process led by the Alaska Board of Fisheries and informed by the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G). That system relies on an open public process where competing interests are
debated alongside scientific and management information. While not always unanimous, it provides a structured venue for
weighing tradeoffs and adjusting management as conditions change.

In addition, many of the fisheries in which our members participate are managed federally through the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council (NPFMC) process under the Magnuson-Stevens Act. These fisheries are among the most
comprehensively monitored and accountable in the world. Our vessels operate under 100 percent observer or electronic
monitoring coverage, strict annual catch limits, real-time bycatch management measures, and full retention requirements
for regulated species. This framework provides detailed, verifiable data that supports timely management adjustments
when needed.

SB 161 would place a statutory gear prohibition alongside an ongoing regulatory review of trawl fisheries. The Board of
Fisheries is scheduled to consider trawl-related proposals at its upcoming meeting in March, where testimony and
management information will again be evaluated. Advancing legislation in parallel with that process may create overlap
and uncertainty. Allowing the regulatory review to proceed within the existing framework would provide a more
coordinated approach to fisheries management.



The fisheries implicated by SB 161, including Pacific cod, pollock, scallop, and shrimp fisheries in various state waters,
are economically significant to the fishermen, processors, CDQ organizations, and communities that depend on them.
Commercial fisheries generate billions of dollars in economic activity and support tens of thousands of jobs across Alaska,
sustaining working waterfronts from Southeast to Kodiak and the Aleutians.

Decisions that would eliminate or substantially restrict viable fisheries should be grounded in rigorous scientific analysis
and a clear understanding of both biological and economic impacts. Fisheries management depends on peer-reviewed
research, verifiable data, and structured processes that evaluate claims against evidence. Policy decisions made in
response to incomplete or unvetted information risk unintended consequences for both resource sustainability and the
communities that rely on these fisheries.

Importantly, large portions of Alaska’s state waters are already closed to non-pelagic trawl gear, and additional protections
exist for sensitive habitats and species, including Steller sea lion conservation measures. Federal and state regimes
incorporate ongoing review of gear impacts, habitat protections, bycatch reduction requirements, and adaptive measures
as new information becomes available.

At the federal level, the North Pacific Fishery Management Council is actively engaged in a multi-year Gear Innovation
Initiative to better quantify pelagic trawl bottom contact, evaluate potential unobserved crab mortality, and refine gear
performance standards. This work includes field studies, updates to the peer-reviewed Fishing Effects Model used to
assess impacts to Essential Fish Habitat, and consideration of potential gear modifications. The Council has also directed
continued research on dynamic spatial management measures.

This ongoing process demonstrates that gear performance and habitat interaction questions are already being examined
through structured, science-based mechanisms. Where additional research is warranted, it should be coordinated with
ADF&G, the Council process, and existing scientific programs to ensure it addresses genuine data gaps rather than
predetermining outcomes.

SB 161 would create regulatory uncertainty by establishing prohibitions that take effect irrespective of whether the
referenced research is completed or what it concludes. Fisheries policy should be guided by best available science, not by
statutory mandates that risk foreclosing adaptive management options.

United Catcher Boats supports continued investment in fisheries research, habitat protection, and gear innovation. Our
fleet has participated in cooperative research initiatives and implemented measures to reduce bycatch and minimize
habitat impacts.

We recognize that Alaska’s state and federal fisheries management systems are complex and highly technical. United
Catcher Boats and our members are always willing to meet individually with legislators and committee members to
provide additional information and discuss the federal and state frameworks under which we operate. We welcome the
opportunity to ensure policymakers have a clear understanding of the monitoring, accountability, and conservation
measures already in place.

Alaska’s fisheries are managed through a structured public framework that incorporates scientific information and public
testimony. We respectfully urge the Committee to maintain that structure and not advance SB 161.

Thank you for your consideration.

ca feithle

Executive Director of United Catcher Boats



